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vascular, and there is a more or less profuse discharge of
mucus from the vulva, which may be blood-stained.     The
animal is fevered and irritable; its sensibility is increased;
the appetite is more or less in abeyance or capricious, and
usually there is thirst.    If the secretion of milk has been
active,  it now diminishes.     In the non-impregnated bitch
milk even appears in the mammae.   Eestlessness is a notable
feature, and the movements betray the prevailing desires.
There is an uncontrollable tendency to seek the opposite sex.
With some animals the ordinary disposition becomes strangely
perverted;   and in others,   again, certain physical changes
accompany the sexual perturbation.    The mare is usually
irritable or sluggish, and less liable to sustain fatigue; the
cow  frequently bellows and mounts  other cows, and if at
pasture  runs about with raised tail, bellows, and mounts
other eows, or stands to be mounted, and may even wander
away in search of the bull.    In the house the symptoms of
heet in the cow are less marked than at grass and may
be overlooked.    The sheep is less excitable, though it shows a
change in its habits;  the sow grunts in a peculiar manner
and becomes torpid, and manifests. its amorous desires by
mounting others; while the bitch is still more demonstrative,
and frequently runs about accompanied by a crowd of males,
not returning home until her desires have  been  satisfied.
Attempts at micturition are frequent, but only a small quantity
of urine is passed, which is frequently mucoid; and with soli-
peds there are oft-repeated movements of the clitoris and vulva.
Emissions of blood have been occasionally observed.   Hysteria
has been noted in the mare.    In all animals the discharge
from the vulva has a special and powerful odour which attracts
the males and enables them to distinguish the females in heat,
and excites in them the most ardent amatory desires.
During the early stages of oestrus the uterine mucous
membrane becomes congested by dilatation of the capillaries;
the walls of the latter may be broken down, and the haemor-
rhage results into the uterine mucosa or into the cavity of the
uterus. The utricular glands also secrete a small amount of
mucoid fluid. The haemorrhage is the cause of the appear-
ance of blood in the vulval discharge, or the pigmentation of
the uterine mucous membrane after oestrus. The secretion